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MARK YOUR
CALENDARS!
Nov 20, 2017 – 7pm
SFCCA Community Meeting
Schweinhaut Senior Center

Nov 25, 2017 – 10am
Cleanup of Forest Glen Rd
(meet at Argyle Park tennis courts)

Dec 2, 2017 – 5pm
Tree Lighting Celebration
(details page 2)

** DATE CHANGE **
Tues, Jan 16, 2018 – 7pm
SFFCA Community Meeting
Schweinhaut Senior Center

Jan 20, 2018 – 10am
Cleanup of Forest Glen Rd
(meet at Argyle Park tennis courts)

Mar 19, 2018 – 7pm
SFFCA Community Meeting
Schweinhaut Senior Center

Building a stronger community, one neighbor at a time

Nov/Dec 2017

Next SFCCA Meeting
Monday, November 20 at 7pm
Schweinhaut Senior Center 1000 Forest Glen Road

Featured Guest Speaker:

Kuhursheed Bilgrama of MCDOT

Please join us when

SFCCA will welcome

Khursheed (“KB”) Bilgrami,

from Montgomery County’s

Department of Transportation

(DOT).

Mr. Bilgrami’s presentation

will address traffic issues

specific to our South Four

Corners neighborhood.

(Please see the Sept/Oct issue of the SFCCA newsletter for a summary

of traffic operations and pedestrian safety issues.) In addition, he will

provide attendees with a copy of DOT’s standards and guidelines.

Mr. Bilgrami is currently an Area Engineer with DOT’s Traffic Studies

Section where he has worked for nearly 15 years. Prior to joining DOT,

Mr. Bilgrami worked for the Maryland State Highway Administration for

almost 10 years. Mr. Bilgrami holds a master’s degree in transportation

engineering from the University of Maryland, College Park.

We hope you will join us for this important neighborhood safety topic.

The SFCCA meeting will end promptly at 8:30 pm.

www.southfourcorners.com/resource
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Join your neighbors for an annual

holiday tradition, the

Neighborhood Tree Lighting, at the

corner of Lanark Way and Rogart

Road. Gather for treats and socializing

starting at 5:00pm, with the tree

lighting taking place promptly at 5:30

pm. Donations of cookies or hot

chocolate are welcome. Please contact

Jenny Cannon (jenny.cannon@gmail.com) if you can

help.

Upcoming Event
NEIGHBORHOOD TREE LIGHTING
Saturday, Dec 2 at 5pm

President's Corner
Dear neighbors & friends,

As SFCCA plans for 2018, I would welcome:

• someone to take on the role of SFCCA Secretary

• a leader to organize Community Day

• ideas on topics and introductions to speakers

• new writers and submissions for the newsletter

So please get in touch as we work toward “Building a

stronger community, one neighbor at a time.”

Carolyn Stanek Lucy

SFCCA President & Lower Markham Resident

SFCCA.president@gmail.com

(202) 2516403

Law Offices of
Robert Coyne

400 University Blvd. West
Silver Spring, MD

3016815013
www.rcoynelaw.com

Bring this ad in to receive
a free consultation

Event Recap
HALLOWEEN PARADE
Oct 22

A picture speaks a thousand words! Photo by Julie UrbanChaser
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Local History/Architecture
SOUTH FOUR CORNERS ART DECO BUNKER, PART 1
By David Rotenstein

Last year the South Four Corners

Community Association’s Larry

Dickter took me on a brief walking

tour of his neighborhood. As we were

walking, he kept pointing out some of

his favorite homes. One of them is a

small onestory International Style

home on Renfrew Road.

I took a few pictures and filed the

memory away for later use. Earlier

this year, the home’s owner posted a

picture of the house in an area

Facebook group. I struck up a

conversation with him that began

online and ended in the basement of

his home in rural Brinklow where he

showed me family pictures taken in

front of the house and he told me

what he remembered growing up

there.

This article is the first of two on the

history of Drake’s home, a curious

modernist building described by its

current resident as “the art deco

bunker.”

Edna Drake (19111978) and her

husband Fred (19111994) moved to

Maryland from Colorado in c. 1945.

They both were in education: she was

a schoolteacher and he was a librarian

and former Navy officer who later

went to work as a cryptologist at

Fort Meade. They had lived in a

couple of houses in Silver Spring

between 1945 and 1948 when the

house at 10016 Renfrew Road was

custom built for Edna.

Edna Drake bought the vacant lot

in the Country Club Park

subdivision in 1946 with a $3,000

mortgage from the Suburban

National Bank in Silver Spring.

Country Club Park was a residential

subdivision first platted in 1930 by the

Fairway Land Company. Owned by

Montgomery County’s Democratic

political boss E. Brooke Lee, it was

one of several subdivisions developed

in the part of four corners that some

developers called the “Country Club

District” for its proximity to the

Indian Creek and Argyle Country

Clubs.

Country Club Park was sparsely

developed when the United States

entered World War II and it was one

of several contiguous subdivisions in

which Washington’s public housing

authority in 1942 condemned land to

develop temporary housing for

defense workers. Dubbed the Fairway

Houses, the federal government built

288 singlefamily “demountable”

houses (see the MayJune 2016

SFCCA newsletter about the Fairway

Houses).

These inexpensive buildings were

constructed among existing period

revival homes, many finished in the

popular Cape Cods and Tudor Revival

styles. After the war, additional homes

were built, including the one at 10020

Renfrew by James and Jacqueline

Elliott. At first these new homes drew

on the existing architectural

vocabulary in the neighborhood:

small homes finished in period revival

styles.

When the wartime demand for

defense worker housing ended, the

Fairway Houses were converted to

affordable rentals for veterans. In

early 1954 the federal government

offered to sell the houses to the

current residents to veterans, and by

September 1954 bidding on the

houses was opened to the public. The

houses were sold and relocated and

the lots were snapped up by

developers and individual buyers. By

1960, the former Fairway lots were

filled with more contemporary

ramblers and splitlevel homes.

Next time in part two, the

Drakes in South Four Corners.
Temporary “Fairway House.” Photo

courtesy of the National Archives and
Records Administration

Former Elliott home, Renfrew Road
Photo by David Rotenstein

Drake home, 10016 Renfrew Road
Photo by David Rotenstein
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SFCCA Officers & Chairpersons

Officers:
Carolyn Stanek Lucy, President • Larry Dickter, Vice President

VOLUNTEER NEEDED FOR SECRETARY • Richard Messalle, Treasurer

Chairpersons:
Eileen Broderick, Membership • Nghi Nguyen, Neighborhood Safety

Jane Jannotta, Newsletter Editor • Dave Nettleton, Newsletter Distribution

Dave West, Listserv Manager • Betty Batty, Website/Social Media

John Holden, Welcome Bags • Jenny Cannon, Social Events

Michael Lucy, Public Works • VOLUNTEER NEEDED FOR COMMUNITY DAY

John & Peri Evanoff, Diversity & Inclusion • Jeanne Berman, Gardening

SFCCA Addresses &
Social Media
Mailing Address: SFCCA PO Box 792

Silver Spring, MD 209180792

Website: www.southfourcorners.com

Editor: SFCCAeditor@gmail.com

SFCCA Yahoo Group Listserv:

www.groups.yahoo.com/group/

SFCCAMembers

Facebook: www.facebook.com/

southfourcorners/

Like our page
on Facebook!

Opening Doors
MEET NEIGHBOR, MICHAL HANDERHAN

1. How long have you

been a resident of South

Four Corners? My wife

and I moved here in the

summer of 2004; wow 13

years went fast! We enjoy it

here. We have a decent house,

a nice yard, good neighbors, a

park near by, and a beer and

wine store walking distance

away.

2. What do you do? I am

currently the COO of BTCS

Inc.  the first Bitcoin and

Blockchain focused publicly traded company.

3. What makes you special? I guess the most special

thing about me would be my background. I was born in

former Czechoslovakia, lived my first 13 years under the

communist regime, and then lived through the “Velvet

Revolution”. My life experience growing up in Czech

shaped the person I am today.

4. What brings you joy? Travel is big on my list. My

favorite trip so far was visiting India to attend a friend’s

wedding; the experience was unforgettable. Iceland was

breathtaking as well, or hunting in deep Canadian woods,

or beaches at St. John or Puerto Rico. The world is

beautiful! I also started windsurfing this past summer at

the Chesapeake. I love a good dining experience or a good

TV drama, and of course relaxing with my wife and two

sweet children.

5. What are the strengths and challenges of being

who you are? I get in trouble for my eastern European

candidness; sometimes being brutally honest is just not the

best approach to take. I’m good at figuring things out and

not giving up too easily. I’m also open to exploring any

opportunities that come my way.

6. In your opinion, what can we do to be a more

inclusive community? I grew up in a completely non

diverse community, so the diversity in this area amazes me,

and I enjoy knowing people with such diverse

backgrounds. I think the key is to build opportunities for

neighbors to have conversations; closedstreet parties are

great, or perhaps a BBQ festival on the soccer field. Also I

wish there would be more walking distance places where

people could socialize. It is clearly a big challenge that

might take generations to figure out. My role, as I see it, is

to raise my kids with complete respect for all ethnicities,

genders and backgrounds.

7. Share with us a quote that inspires you. What

does it mean to you? “Everything will be okay in the

end. If it's not okay, it's not the end.”  John Lennon

I keep this quote in my mind throughout the ups and downs

of life. It is so optimistic and motivating at the same time.

Things will be okay at the end. John Lennon said so.

The idea for an Opening Doors column was born during the first
meeting of the Diversity & Inclusion Committee. In each

newsletter, we will "open the door" to a new neighbor's life
experience, helping each of us develop greater insight into the

lives, challenges and aspirations of members of our diverse
community. If you are interested in being featured please email

Sandra Gutierrez, sandra.n.gutierrez@gmail.com
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Maryland Governor Larry Hogan

is pitching a $9 billion “public

private partnership” to add four toll

lanes to both I270 and the Capital

Beltway (I495) in Montgomery

County. The proposal also includes

acquiring and widening the

BaltimoreWashington Parkway, a

portion of which is under the

jurisdiction of the federal government.

Since few details have been released

thus far, it is not known what analysis,

if any, was done before the plan was

proposed in September. In addition to

the pricing of tolls and the cost of

acquiring properties next to the

highways to enable widening to take

place, one of the main sticking points

would be how to add lanes to a

highway already hemmed in by

residential and commercial

developments (not to mention one of

the largest hospitals in Maryland),

particularly between New Hampshire

Avenue and 355 (Rockville Pike) in

Montgomery County.

When the Beltway was originally con

structed, many homes and businesses

that were in its path (which cut a

swath through our neighborhood

alongside Forest Glen Road) were ac

quired for the highway’s right of way.

Today there are also major legal

constraints regarding further

encroachments through Rock Creek

Park that did not exist when the

Beltway was built. Faced with the

financial and political challenges of

carving a path through affluent

subdivisions and large homes in

Montgomery County, the “path of

least resistance” was taken. So instead

of routing the highway a mile to the

north, which would have been much

easier from a traffic engineering

standpoint, the serpentine section of

the highway known today as the

“roller coaster,” was cut through and

around Rock Creek Park west of the

Georgia Avenue interchange.

Had the National

Environmental Policy Act

(NEPA) been on the books

at the time (it did not

become law until 1970), it

may have been impossible

to carve it through what

was then and still is major

public park land.

It was around 12 years ago

that the Maryland

Department of

Transportation and the

State Highway

Administration (SHA) last

floated a plan that also

would have widened the

Beltway to add toll lanes.

That plan withered on the

vine, just as two earlier

Beltway widening

proposals did.

Opposition to these

previous plans centered on

a variety of objections,

including the necessity to

take homes and parts of

homeowners’ yards, thus further

reducing the buffer between the

Beltway and adjacent neighborhoods.

Many of those same objections are

likely to resurface once again.

There is also a highly dedicated and

wellorganized, philosophical

opposition to road building as a way

out of gridlock, and that opposition

has already come out against this

project, for environmental and other

reasons. “Social equity” critics, who

dub toll lanes “Lexus” lanes, chafe at

the prospect of reductions in travel

time enjoyed by those using these

lanes coming at the expense of others

who cannot afford to use them.

Public Works
GOVERNOR PROPOSES WIDENING BELTWAY, ADDING TOLL LANES
By Larry Dickter

Then and Now: cars on the Capital Beltway inner loop, approaching the I495 / I270 split
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Membership
Support our community by becoming a member of the South

Four Corners Citizens Association! SFCCA is the voice of our

residential community. Its vigorous advocacy and events make South

Four Corners safer, more beautiful and more connected.

Join today! Only $15 per year:
• Pay by cash/check at the upcoming SFCCA meeting

• Pay by check payable to SFCCA, send to: SFC Membership

PO Box 792 Silver Spring, MD 209180792

• Pay online using credit card or PayPal at

https://southfourcorners.com/membership

For more information contact Eileen Broderick,

Membership, at eileen@starpower.net

Important Phone Numbers:

Montgomery County General Info

& Service: 311

Outside of Montgomery County:

2407770311

TTY (for hearing impaired):

2407733556

Police & fire emergency: 911

Police nonemergency: 3012798000

Fire nonemergency: 2407764700

24Hour Emergency Preparedness

Hotline: 2407774200

Power outages, downed wires:

Pepco 8777372662

Website:

http://www.pepco.com/outagecenter/

According to Al Roshdieh, Director of the Montgomery

County Department of Transportation (MCDOT),

those of us who participate in the Residential Parking

Program (RPP) should expect MCDOT to take the

following actions in the near future:

Parking Permits for Residential Vehicles. MCDOT

will print and mail a physical permit to all vehicles

registered to a RPP address in the Digital Permit Program

with instructions to affix the physical permit to the

windshield of the vehicle.

Visitor Parking Permit System. MCDOT will send a

letter to all households in the RPP program allowing them

to request a physical visitor permit instead of the current

digital visitor permit. The resident could choose to obtain

the physical visitor permit at one of the parking sales stores

during normal business hours or request that one be sent to

them by mail. Households that opt for a physical visitor

permit will no longer be able to obtain a digital visitor

permit.

Residents who continue with the digital system will be

allowed one visitor permit per household just as they

currently are, with no limitations on the number of times

the same visitor or license plate can be entered in the

digital permit system for a visitor permit.

CHANGES TO RESIDENTIAL PARKING PROGRAM
By Larry Dickter

On the other hand, one might expect

that any proposal to expand highway

capacity would garner substantial

public support among the vast

majority of motorists who rely on

their cars to take them and their

families from place to place. Even

with better transit options, they

probably are not going to take a bus

or the Purple Line to go to a doctor’s

appointment, take their kids to soccer

practice, or go grocery shopping. And

the great majority of commuters who

either carpool or drive solo to work

will likely continue to do so.

While toll lanes alone will not solve

all our traffic congestion issues,

especially not on local roads, they

may complement other congestion

solutions, thus finding their place in a

broader transportation plan for

Montgomery County and beyond.

Public opinion surveys across the

Washington Metropolitan region

consistently show that area residents

rank traffic congestion at or near the

top of the list of things they want

government to do something about.

As always, “the devil is in the

details,” and there are precious few of

those thus far. After those details are

revealed, will a proposal for Beltway

widening and toll lanes gain traction

this time around? Or will it suffer the

same fate as similar past proposals?

We should expect a long and

contested process ahead, and a highly

politicized one as well, once the 2018

election season begins to heat up.

(The primary election for all

Montgomery County and Maryland

state office holders will be held on

June 26, 2018).




