
Minutes from March 12, 2012 SF C C A meeting 
by John Holden, Recording Secretary 

 
President David M eininger chaired the meeting, which was attended by approximately 42 people, including guests 
Marc Elrich and Dale Tibbitts.  Lar ry Dickter introduced guest speaker Marc Elrich, who has been since 2006 one 
of the four at-large members on the 9-member Montgomery County Council.  Marc is a member of two council 
committees: Planning, Housing, & Economic Development (PHED), and Public Safety (PS).  Marc stated that he 
does not accept money from developers, and in the last election spent only about one-third as much as the other at-
large council members.  As a member of the PHED committee, he focuses on ensuring that development occurs at a 
pace that fits our infrastructure's ability to handle it; he expressed concern about the development vision of County 
Planning Director Rollin Stanley.  Marc highlighted that a re-writing of the county's zoning laws will come to the 
council in the next year, and that associations such as SFCCA will need to speak up on this topic, which could make 
certain zoning exceptions an automatic right.  He also noted the county's budget challenges, which may be 
exacerbated by additional responsibility for paying pensions of public employees.  Marc highlighted the possibility 
of Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) as a less expensive alternative transportation method to address the county's increasing 
population and the inability to expand the roadway system; BRT involves use of exclusive bus lanes down median 
strips.  (For more information, see the Transit Task Force website at 
http://montgomerycountymd.gov/apps/cex/transit/.)  Marc also answered questions about affordable housing and 
maintenance of county roads.  Marc can be contacted via e-mail at 
Councilmember.elrich@montgomerycountymd.gov. 
 
A motion was made by Dave W est, and approved unanimously, to send a letter to the Office of Zoning and 
Administrative Hearings for Montgomery County in support of the position of the Seven Oaks-Evanswood Citizens 
Association concerning land near the Silver Spring Library.  A developer is proposing to replace the former Chelsea 
School with 63 townhouses, although the property is not currently zoned for that density.  The surrounding 
neighborhood is zoned R-60, and the community is opposed to the proposed special exception, which would be 
inconsistent with the North and West Silver Spring Master Plan.  Those present at the SFCCA meeting emphasized 
the need to respect the Master Plans for our neighborhoods.   
 
David Meininger briefly described the idea of a music program to showcase musicians from South Four Corners.  
He will propose this idea formally at the next meeting, along with a budget of approximately $600 (to pay for use of 
Argyle Recreation Center, and to compensate two professional musicians who live in the neighborhood). 
 
In an effort to encourage greater volunteering to strengthen our neighborhood, David highlighted the volunteer 
contributions of John Holden, and Evelyn Joray highlighted the efforts of Eileen Broder ick.  John and Eileen 
have each contributed to SFCCA and the neighborhood in a variety of ways over many years.   
 
Winners of prizes were announced just prior to a meeting break, during which those attending enjoyed Woodmoor 
Bakery cookies (provided by Evelyn) and grapefruits provided by Glen Richardson.  Door prizes included gift 
certificates to Woodmoor Bakery, Chipotle, Subway, and Santucci's.  A $25 Fajita Coast gift certificate went to Jim 
Janssen, who tied with M arty M aher as the person who brought the most new neighbors to the meeting. 
 
Betty Batty highlighted information posted on southfourcorners.com, including volunteer opportunities and future 
events, plus information about block parties.  Jeanne Berman introduced a variety of topics, including garden tours, 
caring for the elderly in our neighborhood, public spaces (e.g., the corner of Brunett Ave and Greenock Rd), a 
possible plant swap, rain barrels, and using bat houses to deal with mosquitoes and other insects. 
 
Other topics briefly discussed included: the Siena School; a naming opportunity for the new elementary school on 
Hayden Drive, near the Forest Glen Metro; and response from Pepco to the personal letter sent by David Meininger 
earlier this year. 
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