
Minutes from January 9, 2012 SF C C A meeting 
by John Holden, Recording Secretary 

 
President David M eininger chaired the meeting, which was attended by more than 50 people.  He began by posting 
for viewing a personal letter that he had written (with input from M arty M aher) to Pepco.  Depending on the 
response from Pepco, David may send a follow-up letter on behalf of SFCCA.  (No letter was sent last year to Pepco 
on behalf of SFCCA.)   
 
Lar ry Dickter introduced Maryland state delegate Jeff Waldstreicher, who represents Silver Spring in the General 
Assembly.  Jeff explained that each delegate is a member of only one of the six standing committees, and he is on 
the Judiciary Committee.  (In response to a question, Jeff noted that the Speaker of the Assembly appoints the 
committee chairs, often based on seniority.)  In 2011, the Maryland legislature passed bills that require Pepco to 
meet new standards on reliability, or face daily penalties for violations; it is now up to the Public Service 
Commission (PSC) to enforce the standards.  As a preview of the 2012 session of the General Assembly, Jeff noted 
that there is a larger-than-usual number of key topics, including paying for sewer repair, ethics laws (in light of what 
has occurred in PG County), and some social issues.  He also addressed questions on public schools funding (and 
Thornton Plan requirements), cell phone use while driving (and the NTSB recommendation that it be banned), and 
redistricting for the Maryland legislature. 
 
M illie D'Antuoro and her two daughters, Carmela and Connie, attended the meeting and provided those present 
with delicious homemade cookies as an expression of their appreciation for the community's support when Millie's 
house on Lanark Way burned down in late January, 2011.  They plan to rebuild another house, a more modern 
colonial, on the same plot.   
 
Representatives from Holy Cross Hospital provided updates and answered questions about the hospital's expansion 
plans.  Eileen Cahill, who is Vice President, Government & Community Relations, provided background 
information on all of Holy Cross's expansion plans, which were announced in August 2008, primarily in response to 
changes in area demographics.  (In response to a question, she noted that an approval of the closing and relocation of 
Washington Adventist Hospital in Takoma Park would have a negative impact on Holy Cross Hospital's Emergency 
Department on Forest Glen Road.)  Mark Bittner, Construction Project Director, provided site plans and details 
related to the construction, which includes: a new 7-story tower on the south side of the hospital, to include 
additional hospital rooms; and expansion of the parking garage, which requires moving the east entrance road and 
building a new retaining wall next to the park.  The construction contractor is Whiting-Turner.  He noted that they 
will be renting offsite parking for the construction workers, that no parking or smoking by the workers will be 
allowed within a 1-mile radius of the hospital, and that there will be no queuing of construction delivery trucks in 
the immediate neighborhood.  Concerns were expressed about the impact of the construction traffic on newly paved 
Forest Glen Road. 
 
Doug Bailey asked for another person to step forward to be the SFCCA contact person with the Montgomery 
County Police Department (MCPD).  He then introduced Officer Joy Patil, who is our Community Services Officer 
with MCPD.  Officer Patil provided an update on the 12 burglary incidents that had occurred in our neighborhood 
the previous two months.  She noted that most burglaries are in the daytime, and that burglars are usually looking to 
take jewelry, coins, cameras, laptop computers, and other valuable items that can fit in a duffel bag.  Her suggestions 
for prevention included: Keep doors and windows locked, especially in the back of the house.  Call MCPD to report 
any suspicious behavior.  If someone knocks on the door, do not ignore it; shout out so they know that someone is 
home.  If you are going to be away, put lights and a radio on a timer.  Create an inventory of valuables, including 
make, model, and serial number.  Form a watch group with your neighbors, exchanging contact information with 
them and getting to know them. 
 
David reported that he and Marty Maher attended a January 6th hearing on the Siena School's special exception 
application for use of the Boys & Girls Club building on Forest Glen Road.  An accommodation was negotiated that 
a revised transportation management plan would include a commitment by Siena School that all of its publications 
and other written communications will remind students, faculty, staff, and parents not to park in the surrounding 
neighborhood. 


